


  

Estimated Annual Energy Consumption 

Below, you will find the estimated annual energy consumption of electricity, natural gas, propane or oil for 
your house. These estimates are based on a number of standard assumptions, such as a family of four 
living in the home, specific thermostat settings, and usage rates for hot water, lighting and appliances.  

These assumptions may not reflect your lifestyle but, since they are the same for all houses, they allow 
you to compare your house's rating with similar-sized houses built in similar regions. The number of 
occupants and their day-to-day habits and overall lifestyle may significantly influence your house's actual 
energy consumption and your future savings.  

Table 1.  Estimated Annual Energy Consumption  

 

  

This house, as currently rated, has an 
estimated annual energy consumption of 
164 GJ*. 
 

 Electricity 
(kilowatt-hours)

Natural Gas 
(cubic metres)

Oil 
(litres)

Propane 
(litres)

Total 
(gigajoules)

Current estimate 9458 3484 0 0 164

 

* One GJ is the amount of energy that would be 
consumed by a 100-Watt light bulb lit continuously for 
four months. 

Did you know? 
 
Today, 17 percent of all energy used in Canada goes toward running our 
homes. By using less energy in your home, you can help reduce the 
production of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions that contribute to climate 
change and harm the environment. Your house produces 2.8 tonnes per 
year less GHGs than a similar house built to minimum building code 
requirements. 
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Estimated Energy Consumption by End Use 

All houses lose heat to the outdoors during the heating season through air leakage, ventilation (e.g. 
exhaust fans in bathrooms and kitchen) and the transfer of heat through the basement, walls, roof, 
windows and doors. Lost heat must be replaced by your main heating device (furnace, boiler, fireplace, 
etc.). This is called space heating. Generally, space heating, domestic hot water, and lights and 
appliances make up most of the energy consumption in a house.  

Figure 1 shows the breakdown of space heating, domestic hot water, and lights and appliances for your 
house.  

Figure 1.  Energy Consumption Estimates by End Use  

  

Figure 2 shows how the energy for the "space heating" segment shown in Figure 1 actually gets used in 
the heating of your home. A long bar indicates where your house will lose more heat; a short bar indicates 
where it will lose less heat. If you decide to renovate your home, look at the long bars on this graph and 
consider improving those areas.  

Figure 2.  Estimated Heat Loss 

  

  

 

Maintenance tip 
The building envelope is made up of a house's exterior walls, basement, 
exposed floors, ceilings, windows, roofs and doors. As houses age in 
Canada's severe climate, tiny cracks open in the building envelope. Any 
future renovations you undertake may also affect your house's building 
envelope. Since increased air leakage through cracks or holes decreases 
your house's energy efficiency and the comfort of the occupants, keep this 
in mind over time so that you can protect your investment. 
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